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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


TO- 


RFO  LETTS 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


September  7,  1951 
Letter  No.  504 


Phil  Alampi,  president  of  the  National  Association  of  Eadio 
Farm  Directors,  asked  me  by  'phone  to  report  for  you  in  the  RFD  Letter 
the  elements  in  this  year's  appropriation  bill  that  will  affect  infor- 
mation work  of  the  Department  and  indicate  the  effect  on  radio  services 
and  personnel. 

Now  that  the  bill  has  been  passed  and  signed,  we  are  able  to 
make  this  report.    There  are  two  kinds  of  budget  cuts  in  the  bill.  Boiled 
do^m.  they  are: 

1)  A  Department -wide  cut  of  1C  Toercent  in  funds  for  personal 
services  includes  the  Office  of  Information^ 

2)  An  amended  amendment  cutsr.rby  25  percent  the  funds  for  per- 
sonal services  engaged  in  "work  intended  primarily  for  press,  radio  and 
television  services,  and  popular  publications/*  This  25  percent  cut  is 
not  to  apply  to  funds  expended  for  personal  services  engaged  in. . . . "the 
preparation  and ^broadcasting  of  the  'Farm  and  Home  Hour'  and  similar 
radio  programs. cThe  appropriation  did  not  provide  any  funds  for 
television  services. 

At.  this  writing,  final  decision  has- not  been  made  on  the  exact 
cuts  in  personnel  or  services  to  be  effected  as  reauired  by  the  reduced 
budget,    However,  it  is  likely  that  it>  will  be  necessary  to  prepare  the 
TFD  Letter  each  two  weeks  instead  of  weekly.  •  To  balance  this,  and  at 
the  same  time  effect  a  reduction  in  funds  for  personal  services  for  press 
activities,  the  Farm  Paper  Letter  will  be  reduced  similarly.    The  two 
Letters  would  then  be  released  on  alternate  weeks.    Also,  instead  of 
being  able  to  establish  a  minimum  recording  service  as  requested  by  farm 
broadcasters  at  both  commercial  stations  and  land  grant  colleges,  even 
the  small  amount 'of  such  requested,  service  now  rendered,  will  be  discon- 
tinued.   '  • 


As  soon  as  more  is  know  about  this,  we  will  let  you  know,  as 
recited  by  Phil  Alampi'. 
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IjjjgW  Compounds  for  Weed  Control 

Three  new  compounds  screened  in  herbicidal  evaluation  research 
at  Beltsville,  Mi.,  this  summer,  hold  promise  as  pre-emergence  sprays  for 
the  control  of  annual  grasses  and  certain  broadleaf  veeds  in  cotton  and 
other  crops. 

Findings  also  indicate  that  TCA,  now  used  to  control  weeds  in 
eugarbeete,  is  also  effective  in  controlling  grasses  in  birdsfoot  trefoil 
which,  as  many  know,  is  difficult  to  establish  because  of  its  inability 
to  compete  with  weeds. 

Experiments  evaluated  the  effect  of  some  20  compounds  for  weed 
control  and  plant  injury  in  hO  major  crops.  The  most  promising  new  com- 
pounds, not  yet  available  commercially  however,  are  (by  $6U  dollar  names): 

(1)  3  chloro  isopropyl-N*phenyl  carbamate,  which  killed  weeds 
in  cotton,  peanuts,  and  soybeans  with  little  or  no  injury  to  the  crops. 

(2)  3  (p-chlorophenyl)  1-1-dimethy lures,  which  gave  good  control 
of  annual  grasses  and  "broad  leaf  weeds  in  cotton,  peanuts,  soybeans,  squash, 
watermelon,  and  lima  beans,  when  used  as  a  pre-emergence  spray  at  low  rates. 
However,  at  only  slightly  higher  rates,  the  compound  killed  the  crop  plants 
as  well  as  the  weeds. 

(3)  Dichloral  urea,  which  looks  promising  for  weed  control  in 
cotton,  sugarbeets,  cantaloupe,  watermelon,  rape,  snapbeans,  squash,  and 
cucumbers. 

These  compounds  will  be  put  to  further  tests  on  other  crops  in 
various  parts  of  the  country. 

Vitamin  B2  Worries  Improbable  in  Pigs 

Department  researchers  say  hog  raisers  feeding  normal  growing 
rations  don't  have  to  worry  much  about  their  pigs  not  getting  enough  Vi- 
tamin Bg,  or  riboflavin,  for  maximum  growth.    Recent  Beltsville  experi- 
ments have  shown  that  riboflavin  is  usually  present  in  ample  amounts  in 
farm-grown  grains  and  grasses.    In  fact  they  had  to  substitute  hominy 
grits  for  yellow  corn  and  cut  down  on  the  alfalfa  meal  to  get  a  ration 
that  was  too  low  in  riboflavin. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows.. Sept.  15 

ABC  American  Farmer. .  .12:30-1:00  p.m.  EDT.    Milt  Bliss  and  Bob 
Crom  with  "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  plus  feature  from  Austin,  Minn.,  and  the 
National  Barrow  Show  handled  by  Raymond  Wolf,  Ext.  Radio,  Minnesota. 

CBS  Farm  News. .  .3:00-3:15  p.m.  EDT.    News  and  features  with 
Claude  Mahoney. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. . .1:00-1:30  p.m.  EDT.  "USDA 
Headlines"  from  Wash.,  with  Ken  Gapen.    Feature  originates  from  Nat'l 
Barrow  Show  at  Austin,  Minn.    Cal  Karnstedt,  KSTP,  interviews  guests  on 
results  and  highlights  of  the  show  and  new  information  on  pork  production. 


Lamed late  Action  Needed 


Farmers  vho  are  thinking -of  doing 'wiring  or  plumbing  during  Oc- 
tober, November,  or  December  will- increase  chances ■ of  getting  the  neces- 
sary materials  by  placing  orders  now.-   Under  the  Controlled  Materials 
Plan,  priority  will  be  needed  to  get  delivery  of  electrical  wire,  plumb- 
ing supplies,  and  similar  materials  during  the  last  three  months,  of  this 
year. 

Both  KEA  and  PMA  folks  in  the  Department  are  emphasizing  the  im- 
portance of  farmers  foreseeing  their  needs.    Farm  users  needing  only  small 
amounts  of  these  materials. .that  is  less  than  200  pounds  of  copper  and 
2  tons  of  steel. ce. can  certify  their  own  priority  by  going  in  now  and 
placing  orders  for  the  wire  or  pipe  needed.    However,  those  needing  larger 
amounts  of  copper  or  steel  materials  must  apply  to  State  PMA  offices  for 
an  allotment  of  the  critical  materials. 

For  Your  Information 

From  Under  Secretary  McCormick's  Labor  Day  address  at  Council 
Bluffs,  Iowa,  last  Monday  comes  the  fact  that  farm  operator  income  last 
year  was  about  the  same  as  in  19^5.    Income  for  nonfarm  people  has  risen 
about  30  percent  since  then.    Income  per  person  on  farms  for. the  Nation 
as  a  whole  is  well  below  income  per  person  off  farms. 

Physically  Handicapped  Week  '■  -: 

The  first  week  in  October  has  been  proclaimed  National  Employ 
the  Physically  Handicapped  Week  and  may  offer  a  number  of  you  unusual  fea- 
tures.   Department  officials  are  urging  whole  hearted  support  and  point 
out  that  employment  of  handicapped  persons  can  help  supplement  the  limited 
farm  labor  supply.  :  ' 

Fruit  Situation 

The  grape,  peach,  plum,  prune,  and  strawberry  crops  are  larger 
than  last,  year;  the  apple,  pear,  and  sour  cherry  crops  about  .the  same; 
and  a  drop  is  reported  in -the  apricot,  sweet  cherry,  and  cranberry  output. 
Overall  picture  for  deciduous  fruits  and  tree  nut  production  is.  that  it's 
about  a  tenth  higher  than  in  '50. 

Apple  and  grape  growers  will  probably  get  lower  prices  during 
late  summer  and  fall  than  a  year  ago.  Peach  and  pear  growers  will  fare 
about  the  same  as  last  year  or  maybe  a  bit  better. 

We'll  Try  Again 

Last  week  the  letter  carried  mention  of  the  soybean  marketing 
bulletin  we  were  sending.    Somehow  it  didn't  make  it.    We'll  try  again 
this  week. 
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Of  Possible  Interest 

A  recent  talk  by  Dr.  B.  T,  Shaw  of  the  Agricultural  Research 
Administration  to  the  Illuminating  Engineering  Society  does  an  over-all 
job  of  covering  the  research  in  light  being  done  by  USDA.    Studies  of  in- 
fluence of  light  on  laying  flocks,  cows,  its  attraction  to  insects,  and 
other  farm  possibilities  are  all  covered  in  the  talk.    We'll  be  glad  to 
send  copies  to  interested  RFD's. 

Date  Reminder 

The  World  Conference  on  Land  Tenure  is  for  October  7  through 
November  10  at  Madison,  Wisconsin. 

Among  Ourselves 

Another  change  in  our  ranks  moves  Robert  "Doc"  Webster  from 
UTWN  to  WJTN,  Jamestown,  New  York.    Kenton  Mudgett  replaces  Doc  at  St. 
Johnsbury,  Vermont. 

Rex  Thomas,  formerly  with  the  International  Livestock  Exposi- 
tion, has  taken  over  a  similar  informational  spot  with  the  American  Short- 
horn  Breeders  Association  in  Chicago. 

John  Quinn  is  now  working  with  the  American  Royal  Livestock 
Show  in  Frank  Robinson's  old  job.    Frank  is  now  on  active  duty  with  the 
Air  Force.    By  the  way,  John  reminds  us  that  the  Royal  is  coming  up  Oct, 
13-20  in  spite  of  flood  troubles.    If  you  have  special  wants  along  Royal 
lines,  let  John  know. 

Milt  Bliss  of  our  office  will  be  at  Wheeling,  West  Virginia, 
on  Monday  to  meet  with  the  folks  of  the  tri -state  group  celebrating  15 
years  of  farm  and  home  broadcasting  with  a  work  conference. 

Harvey  Hays,  who  for  many  years  played  Ranger  Jim  Robins  on 
the  forest  ranger  serial  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  is  looking 
for  steady  employment  in  the  actor -announcer  area,  Harvey  also  is  well 
known  for  his  own  Words  and  Music  show  from  Chicago;  he  has  had  extensive 
experience  in  radio.  While  Harvey  isn't  an  agricultural  radio  man,  you 
may  want  to  contact  him  regarding  an  opening  of  some  other  kind  at  your 
station.    His  address  is  The  Players,  16  Gramercy  Park,  New  York  3,  N.  Y. 

Cordially, 

/ 

Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 

Enclosure; 

Agr*l  Information  Bulletin  No.  57 


RFO  L£TT£< 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


September  lb,  1951 
Letter  No.  505 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


A  Nation-vide  fall  scrap  drive  lias  just  "been  announced  by  the 
National  Production  Authority.    The  thirty  day  period  starting  October 
1Z  will  see  the  most  concentrated  effort  to  gather  all  available  scrap 
from  every  industry. 

Department  folks  are  cooperating  with  NPA  in  an  effort  to  un- 
cover maximum  amounts  of  scrap.  The  scrap  uncovered  will  determine,  to 
a  considerable  extent,  how  much  of  a  cut  will  be  felt  in  the  amounts  of 
steel  that  are  used  for  non-military  needs. 

Not  only  will  more  scrap  put  more  tools  and  machines  on  the 
farms,  but  it  will  also  conserve  resources  and  time.    Use  of  scrap  short- 
ens the  refining  process,  and  for  every  ton  used  we  save  2  tons  of  iron 
ore,  a  ton  of  coal,  nearly  a  ton  of  limestone,  and  other  materials  as 
well. 


While  the  primary  consideration  in  collecting  scrap  is  not  the 
revenue,  certainly  many  folks  will  be  wondering  what  a  fair  price  for 
their  scrap  is.    Because  conditions  of  distance  from  steel  mills  and 
grade  of  scrap  vary  so  widely,  that  question  is  a  hard  one  to  answer  on 
a  general  basis. 


However,  in  hope  that  it  may  give  you  a  point  to  start  working 
from,  here's  what  we've  been  told  by  OPS  officials.    Due  to  the  extreme 
need  for  scrap,  dealers  are  paying  ceiling  prices  in  most  cases.    As  an 
example,  OPS  points  out  the  highest  price  that  can  be  paid  for  No.  1 
scrap  (base  grade)  prepared  according  to  Government  specifications  and 
delivered  to  Pittsburgh  is  $1:4.00  a  gross  ton  (2240  pounds).  Following 
that  down,  OPS  ceilings  permit  the  dealer  to  pay  no  more  than  $32.00  a 
gross  ton  for  the  same  scrap  properly  prepared  at  a  shipping  point  any- 
where in  the  United  States.    And  $24.00  a  gross  ton  is  the  ceiling  price 
the  dealer  can  pay  for  unprepared  scrap  such  as  it  would  be  found  on  the 
farm. 

Roughly  figuring  this  is  about  a  cent  a  pound  for  the  best 
scrap,  and  proportionately  lower  prices  for  lower  grades  such  as  wire, 
etc.    EFD's  can  carry  this  story  a  step  farther  by  checking  with  local 
scrap  dealers  and  County  Agricultural  Mobilization  Committees. 


NPA  and  Department  officials  "believe  that  giving  farmers  an 
idea  of  the  just  price  for  scrap  will  help  in  doing  a  more  complete  job 
of  cleaning  it  up  and  getting  farm  scrap  "back  into  circulation. 

Enclosed  is  the  Farm  Mobilization  Fact  Sheet  and  an  KPA  flyer 
that  may  prove  helpful  in  promoting  the  drive. 

Findings  On  Gas  Tight  Silos 

Beltsville  researchers  have  just  finished  the  first  in  a  series 
of  experiments  with  the  gas-tight  type  silo.    The  silos  are  made  from 
steel  plates  covered  with  a  glass -like  surface  and  unloaded  from  the 
bottom. 

The  experiment  was  set  up  to  compare  fermentation  changes  and 
losses  and  nutritive  value  of  wilted  and  half -dry  silage  stored  in  this 
type  of  silo.    However  from  this  experiment  it  appears  that  silage  losses 
in' these  silos  are  particularly  small.    In  the  two  silos  tested,  dry- 
matter  and  storage  losses  were  veil  "below  those  expected  in  a  convention- 
al type  silo.    Specialists  found  distributing  and  tramping  the  silage  is 
not  necessary.    It  is  best,  however,  to  get  as  even  a  distribution  as 
possible. 

Both  silos  were  partially  filled  on  two. widely  separated  dates 
without  top  spoilage;  the  resulting  silage  had  good  appearance  and  aroma 
and  was  highly  palatable.    Carotene  losses  were  apparently  about  the  same 
as  silage  made  by  careful  methods  in  a  good  conventional  silo. 

As  for  the  comparison  of  the  wilted  and  half -dry  silage  special- 
ists found  that  there's  less  fermentation  in  the  half  dry  type  and  that 
cows  fed  on  it  as  sole  roughage  consume  more  dry  matter  and  maintain 
weight  better. than  those  fed  on  the  slightly  wilted  silage. 

Beaty Reports  From  Greece 

From  Athens  Layne  Beaty,  ex-WBAP,  reports  broadcast  of  the  first 
of  a  series  of  weekly  shows  by  the  new  extension  service  in  Greece.  Shove 
originate  in  Athens  and  are  then  taped  and  circulated  to  Salonoka,  Kavalla 
and  other  smaller  outlets.    Short  wave  transmission  may  eventually  change 
the  technique  and  allow  them  to  conduct  two-way  interviews  between  dis- 
tant points. 

Airing  time  is  10:15  on  Sunday  morning,  right  after  church. 
Layne  says  they're  also  starting  mid-week  farm  broadcasts  with  airing 
times  of  8:30  p.m.    Airing  time  will  be  moved  to  an  earlier  time  as  the 
days  shorten.    Shows  are  15  minutes  long  and  consist  of  extension-type 
information,  plus  weather  and  markets.    The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  in 
Athens  has  hired  an  analyst  to  put  out  produce  market  information  for  re- 
lease to  both  press  and  radio. 

On  the  personal  Bide,  Layne  says  the  wife  and  two  children  are 
happy  and  well  fed.    He  appraises  the  whole  venture  as  a  fine  experience. 
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Fire  Prevention  Week  Coming  Up 

October  7-13  is  Fire  Prevention  Week,    In  view  of  the  fact  that 
90  percent  of  all  farm  fires  are  due  to  carelessness  of  some  kind,  special 
emphasis  by  you  RFD's  can  go  a  long  way  in  reducing  that  annual  farm  fire 
cost  of  over  100  million  dollars.    Enclosed  is  a  leaflet  that  may  spark 
some  new  ideas  for  air  copy  as  veil  as  feature  leads. 

Apple  Pie  and  Fried  Chicken 

Doing  a  hit  of  prognosticating  Department  marketing  specialists 
say  fresh  apples  as  well  as  broilers  and  fryers  will  be  .on  the  "probably 
plentiful"  list  over  most  of  the  Nation  during  the  month  of  October.  As 
a  result  these  products  offer  consumers  more  for  their  dollar  than  other 
foods  that  are  less  plentiful. 

Other  items  on  that  list  in  the  fruit  and  vegetable  category 
are  canned  apples,  applesauce,  table  grapes,  processed  citrus  products, 
potatoes,  cabbage,  and  onions.    On  the  protein  side,  meal  planners  can 
stretch  the  food  dollar  by  using  turkey,  dry  beans,  cheese,  skim  milk  pro- 
ducts, and  frozen  fish  fillets.    To  sweeten  it  all  up  a  bit  we'll  suggest 
.    honey  as  another  plentiful  food  in  October. 

Opportunity  For  Service 

A  bit  of  missionary  wcrk  on  the  part  of  you  PFD*s  in  certain 
Southeastern  States  can  help  many  listeners  in  getting  up  to  a  fifth  more 
com  per  acre  in  future  years.    The  Job  will  be  done  by  spreading  word  on 
the  advantages  of  planting  adapted  varieties  of  hybrid  corn  rather  than 
open; pollinated  varieties. 

While  Corn  Belt  States  plant  practically  all  their  corn  acreage 
to  hybrids,  Southeastern  States  use  hybrid  seed  for  less  than  half  of 
theirs. . .^oY  to  be  exact.    A  little  well  timed  attention  to  the  subject 
on  your  part  could  help  remedy  the  situation. 

Tuesday's  Crop  Report 

According  to  crop  reporters  {as  of  September  1)  prospects  are 
still  for  the  second  largest  all  crop  volume  on  record  but  slightly  below 
the  outlook  on  August  1.    Corn  and  peanuts  were  the  two  crops  hardest  hit 
by  unfavorable  weather  in  August.  .  -  With  the  exception  of  certain  dry 
areas  in  the  South,  pastures  are  mostly  good.    Much  fall  plowing  has  been 
done  and  a  little  fall  seeding  is  already  reported. 

Corn  prospects  are  for  a  orop  of  3.131  million  bushel3..,76 
million  less  than  on  Aug.  1... wheat  prospects  are  just  under  the  billion 
bushel  mark. ..999  million  bushels. 

Numbers  of  livestock  to  be  fed  are  expected  to  be  larger  than 
in  any  other  year  except  1942  and  'J+3. 


Plant  Trees  The  Easy  Way  . 

Many  BFD'e  are  in  areas  where  tree  planting  is  "becoming  more 
widely  used  as  a  conservation  practice.    A  good  deal  of  time,  money  and 
"backaches  can  "be  avoided  if  a  tree-planting  machine  is  used.    It'll  do 
it  in  a  fifth  to  a  tenth  of  the  time  and  at  one -third  to  half  the  cost 
of  doing  it  "by  hand. 

Enclosed  is  a  report  on  maohine  planting  that  summarizes  ex- 
periences in  New  York,  Tennessee,  South  Dakota,  North  Carolina,  Alabama 
and  Mississippi,    Included  in  it  is  information  on.  finding  the  location 
of  such  machines  in  your  area. 

Coming  Conferences 

Detroit,  Michigan,  will  "be  host  to  the  National  Conference  of 
Friends  of  the  Land  on  September  2h,    Activities  get  underway  at  10  a.m. 
Addresses  and  discussions  will  "be  concerned  with  problems  and  obstacles 
to  future  progress  of  soil  conservation. 

October  9  and  10  are  the  dates  for  the  National  Farm  Electri- 
fication Conference  being  held  at  the  Sheraton-Gibson  Hotel  in  Cincinnati, 
Objective  of  the  conference  is  to  bring  together  individuals  and  groups 
interested  in  raising  farm  living  standards  and  reducing  costs  by  in- 
creasing the  profitable  uses  of  electricity  on  farms.    If  interested  you 
are  invited.    NARFD  is  one  of  the  sponsoring  organizations. 

Time  Out 

Claude  Mahoney  tells  us  that  due  to  a  conflict  in  time  with 
the  football  broadcasts  "CBS  Farm  News"  will  start  it's  customary  fall 
hiatus  after  the  September  22  broadcast.    The  program  will  be  resumed  on 
November  2h. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows . .  .September  22 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour... 1:00-1: 30  p.m.  EDT.  "USDA 
Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen  plus  feature  from  Washington  on  "New  Crop  Dry- 
ing Methods"  and  possible  changes  in  future  farm  building  plans  to  in- 
corporate this  new  knowledge.    Guests  will  be  Wallace  Ashby  and  Leo  N. 
Ho3.man,  USDA  agricultural  engineers. 

ABC  American  Farmer. .,12:30-1:00  p.m.  EDT.    "Top  of  The  Farm 
News"  reported  by  Milt  Bliss  and  Bob  Crom.    Cattle  feeding  prospects  dis- 
cussed by  Ned. P.  Ellis  and  Earl  W.  McCommas  of  the  Department's  Bureau 
of  Animal  Industry  in  Washington. 

CBS  Farm  News. .  .3:00-3:15  p.m.  EDT.    News  and  features  with 
Claude  Mahoney. 
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Farmers_  Average  11  Hour  Day 

Figures  show  the  average  farm  operator  worked  11  hours  a  day 
during  the  final  half  of  last  month  while  his  hired  man  put  in  ahout  9 
hours  and  20  minutes.    The  dairying  folks  of  Wisconsin  and  Vermont  and 
the  grain  harvestors  of  North  Dakota  take  honors  for  putting  in  the  long- 
est days. 

Total  number  of  workers  on  farms  was  nearly  300,000  less  than 
a  year  earlier. 

Also  Enclosed 

Included  this  week  is  the  Agricultural  Outlook  Digest  with  it's 
usual  monthly  collection  of  handy  facts  and  figures. 

Flaxseed  Price  Support 

Ink  is  still  drying  on  the  release  just  out  announcing  1952- 
crop  flaxseed  support  prices.    National  average  for  flaxseed  grading 
No.  1  will  he  $3.77.    County  prices  will  he  announced  later.  Flaxseed 
harvested  in  1952  is  "being  supported  at  a  higher  rate  because  disappear- 
ance is  currently  exceeding  production  and  there's  a  need  to  get  produc- 
tion ahove  this  year's  level. 

Also  Just  Out 

Price  support  for  winter  cover  crop  seeds  to  he  planted  this 
fall  and  harvested  in  1952  were  also  announced  this  afternoon.  Basic 
national  support  prices  are:    hairy  vetch  at  lk-3/k  cents  per  pound; 
common  vetch,  Willamette  vetch,  and  rough  peas  at  6  cents;  common  crimson 
at  l6-l/2  cents;  certified  reseeding  crimson  clover  at  19  cents;  common 
ryegrass  at  7  cents;  and  "blue  lupine  will  he  supported  at  3-l/2  cents 
per  pound. 

Among  Ourselves 

As  of  September  first  Jim  Miles,  WBAA,  started  a  year's  leave 
of  ahsence  from  Purdue  to  work  with  the  National  Association  of  Education- 
al Broadcasters. 

Also  taking  leave  of  absence  is  BFD  Jim  Faber,  KROC,  who  is 
soon  to  "become  personal  secretary  to  Minnesota's  Governor  C.  Elmer  Anderson. 

Chet  Randolph,  ex-WLS,  reports  from  Switzerland  that  his  travels 
through  European  agricultural  areas  have  "been  most  gratifying.    He'll  he 
hack  sometime  in  November  with  his  joh  interest  still  in  the  field  of 
farm  "broadcasting. 


Enclosure: 

Machine  Planting- -Bull,  No,  6 

The  Agr'l  Outlook  Digest 

Agriculture  Info.  Bull.  No.  52 

Farm  Moh.  Fact  Sheet  No.  3 

Scrap  drive  Fact  Sheet 

Fire  Prev.  Fact  Sheet  &  Armcurw?emeirt 


Cordially, 

Kenneth  M,  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


RFO  LETTE 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


September  21,  1951 
Letter  No.  506 


My  letter  to  you  on  September  7  reported  the  10  percent  cut  in 
this  year's  USDA  appropriations  affecting  personal  services  and  the  25 
percent  reduction  in  funds  used  for  personal  services  for  press,  radio 
(other  than  Farm  and  Home  Hour  and  similar  programs)  and  television,  and 
for  popular  publications.  • 

Plans  for  making  adjustments  to  meet  these  cuts  are  now  Jelling. 
Ac  a  result  the  EFD  Letter  to  farm  broadcasters  will  be-  issued  every  two 
reeks  rather  than  weekly.    The  same  is  true  of  the  Farm  Paper  Letter 
formerly  put  out  weekly  by  E.  R.  "Mac"  Mclntyre.  " 

The  two  letters  will  be  released  on  alternate  weeks  with  Bob 
Crom  of  our  office  cooperating  with  "Mac"  and  vice  versa.    Although  "Mac" 
has  taken  on  another  job,  it  is  hoped  that  both  letters  can  be  continued 
by  shifting  to  the  alternate  fortnightly  basis  and  making  duplicate  use 
of  much  of  the  material. 

„  v+  mm  TT^S'iSf??  rePre&ents  t&J  first  of  the  alternate  issues.  The 

mHof  T.f  uV11'136  ,thS  0116  PUt  °Ut  °n  0ctc*>er  5>    Director  of  Infer- 
mation,  Iyle  Webster,  and  I  hope  that  the  weekly  issues  can  be  reestab- 
lished at  some  future  date.    At  present  that's  only  a  hope. 

Rural  Reading  Conference  Next  Week 

.   ...       A  recent  Public  Library  Inquiry  has  shown  that  library  service 
l^  l        rgL°itieS  iS  £eriously  f&Uing  short.    A  large  share  of 
farm  homes  have  library  service  that  can  meet  their  needs. 

—  Asa  result  the  Federal  Extension  Service  has  called  a  Confer- 
'£1?"  ^\Beaa»*  *°  «»4  out  W  and  "how  can  we  remedy  the  situ- 
ation?     Sessions  will  be  underway  Monday  through  Wednesday  (Sept.  24-26) 
here  m  Washington  with  representatives  of  farm  organizations,  land  grant 

P    I10  ^rarles>  farm  ^gazines,  book  publishing  companies, 
and  the  Department  on  hand,  to  pool  their  knowledge  of  the  situation. 
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Thirteen  Record  Years  in  Fertilizer 

For  the  thirteenth  time  in  a  row  U.  S.  farmers  have  used  more 
fertilizer  than  they  did  the  year  "before.    In  spite  of  certain  shortages 
of  basic  materials,  plant  food  supplies  were  almost  one  fifth  (18  per- 
cent) greater  during  the  12  months  ending  June  30  than  the  previous  year. 

Last  year's  increase  in  use  of  potash  was  28  percent,  while 
use  of  nitrogen  was  increased  "by  25  percent,  and  use  of  phosphate  was 
stepped  up  "by  8  percent  over  the  previous  year.    Total  amount  of  ferti- 
lizer used  was  more  than  three  times  (3^0  percent)  of  the  1935-39  average. 

Sounds  like  a  "big  increase,  "but  there's  still  a  ways  to  go. 
Specialists  tell  us  that  our  Nation's  farms  can  turn  out  30  percent  more 
production  if  we  can  double  present  use  of  fertilizers.    Problem  now  is 
to  keep  pace  with  the  growing  demand. 

Widespread  grassland  programs  will  contribute  a  lot  to  the 
effective  use  of  available  fertilizer  supplies  and  save  large  tonnages. 
Hence... a  word  promoting  grasslands. .. is  a  word  promoting  efficiency  and 
Greater  production. 

Better  Broiler  Birds 

In  their  attempt  to  meet  demands  of  the  broiler  industry  for 
better  conformation  and  faster  chick  growth,  Beltsville  poultry  research- 
ers have  come  up  with  a  new  variety  of  Cornish.    It's  the  Silver  Cornish 
resulted  from  crossing  Brooksville  Columbians  with  Dark  Cornish,  mating 
these  crossbreds  among  themselves,  and  then  selecting  for  the  best  util- 
ity qualities  and  the  'Columbian  (silver)  feather  pattern. 

Average  weight  for  the  nev  breed  under  1950  range  conditions 
was  2,38  pounds  at  10  weeks.    New  Hampshires  averaged  2,35  while  Dark 
Cornish  birds  averaged  2.06     Dark  Cornish  birds  had  advantage,  however, 
of  a  larger  breast  angle . 

Interested  in  Interviews? 

Several  of  you  RFD's  have  been  sent  copies  of  the  program  and 
itinerary  for  Per  Fjorkenstad  or  Harald  Skjervold  this  week.'  They're 
visitors  from  Norway  studying  phases  of  our  cattle  and  hog  breeding, 
artificial  insemination,  and  DHIA  work.    In  addition  to  visiting  in  many 
areas,  they'll  both  be  at  the  National  Dairy  Cattle  Congress  in  Waterloo, 
(Sept,  30-0ct.  3)  and  at  the  International  Livestock  Exposition,  Chicago, 
(November  25-30).    From  their  records  we'd  suggest  that  they  might  afford 
you  with  top  interviews. 

Their  contact  man  at  Waterloo  is  Ed  Estel,  General  Manager  of 
the  show;  at  Chicago  it's  John  Baker,  PMA  Information  Office,  623  South 
Wabash  Avenue. 
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Ingenuity  on  the  Farm 

Farmers  Gene  Irwin  and  Bert  Shumate  of  Sparta,  North  Carolina, 
had  reception -problems  "but  thanks  to  their  ingenuity  they  now  have  TV. 
According. to  EEA  folks  here,  it  all  started  from  the  fact  that  these 
farmers  lived  in  a  deep  valley  and  couldn't  get  pictures  on  their  sets. 
The  one  encouraging  factor  was  that  they  could  get  a  good  audio  signal. 

Hershey  Shumate,  Bert's  "boy  with  some  correspondence  school 
"background  in  television,  vent  to  work  on  the  problem.    Deciding  that 
since  the  mountains  were  undoubtedly  cutting  off  the  video  signal,  he'd 
have  to  get  above  them. 

Setting  a  30  foot  pole  on  the  mountain  peak  did  the  job.  On 
that  pole  Hershey,  Bert  and  Gene  mounted  a  conventional  type  antenna, 
and  right  below  it  a  signal  booster,  then  connected  two  #6  hard -drawn 
bare  copper  wires,  kept  them  1  inch  apart  with  plexi -glass  spacers,  and 
fastened  the  wires  to  posts  down  the  mountain  with  porcelain  insulators. 
Switch  for  the  booster  was  placed  in  the  home  closest  to  the  antenna, 
some  1500  feet  away.    For  protection  against  lightning  they  grounded 
each  pole  and  installed  a  knife  switch  at  each  house.    These  switches 
are  used  to  disconnect  the  set  from  the  main  transmission  line  during 
storms. 

With  the  aid  of  a  2  unit  TV  coupler  the  set-up  now  furnishes 
both  the  Shumate's  and  the  Irwin's  with  first  class  video  signals.  The 
antenna  towers  some  ^+00  feet  higher  than  the  Shumate  house... 600  feet 
above  the  Irwin  house. 

Friendship  Food  Ships 

This  week's  letter  from  Bill  Cline  of  the  Christian  Rural  Over- 
seas Program  (CROP)  emphasized  the  need  for  RFD  help  in  filling  Friend- 
ship Food  Ships  which  will  leave  Chicago  and  east  and  west  coast  ports  on 
or  about  United  Nations  Day;  October  2k,    They'll  be  filled  with  staple 
foodstuffs  for  distribution  among  needy  people  in  the  starvation  areas 
of  Europe,  the  Middle  East  and  Asia. 

Bill  says  he'll  be  glad  to  furnish  RFD's.  with  radio  transcrip- 
tions, chainbreak  scripts,  spot  announcements,  interviews  or  documenta- 
ries.   He  also  suggests  that  you  RFD's  can  help  by  encouraging  listeners 
to  contribute  to  CROP  through  yourselves  or  your  stations.  Contribu- 
tions consist  of  wheat,  rice,  soybeans,  cereal,  etc. 

Those  of  you  needing  more  information  to  cooperate  in  any  way 
can  get  full  details  on  available  air  materials  or  collection  technique 
by  contacting  CROP,  308  West  Washington  Street,  Chicago  6,  Illinois. 

Clip  Sheet  Discontinued 

Due  to  restrictions  in  USDA  appropriations  for  the  coming  year 
the  Department's  weekly  clip  sheet,  which  you've  been  receiving,  is  be- 
ing discontinued  with  the  issue  of  September  25. 


_  k  - 


Operation  Exchange: 

From  time  to  time,  and  even  in  this  letter,  we  have  mentioned 
foreign  technicians,  trainees,  or  students  visiting  the  U.  S.  to  observe 
and  study  our  agriculture 0    The  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Eelations 
(OFAR),  the  agency  that  works  closest  with  them  in  the  Department,  han- 
dled programs,  itineraries  and  travel  arrangements  for  some  2800  such 
visitors  last  year. 

General  License  for  Cotton  Exports 

All  exports  of  raw  cotton  were  put  under  "general  license"  this 
week.    This  move  makes  it  possible  to  ship  cotton  to  friendly  countries 
without  a  license.    Relaxation  of  export  controls  was  made  possible  "by 
last  month's  progress  of  this  year's  crop. 

Lard  Wanted 

The  Department  of  the  Army  is  doing  it's  part  for  the  lard  in- 
dustry.   They've  asked  UBDA  to  accept  "bids  for  a  million  pounds.  It'll 
"be  used  in  the  Ryukyu  Islands. 

Broader  Rice  Support 

Rice  from  this  year's  crop  showing  a  head  yield  of  less  than 
twenty-five  pounds  per  hundred  of  rough  rice  is  now  eligible  for  price 
support  at  the  rate  of  "broken  rice.    Support  restrictions  were  "broadened 
this  week  "because  an  unusually  large  part  of  the  '51  crop  will  not  meet 
normal  eligibility  standards. 

ITetwork  Farm  and  Home  Shows.. .Sept.  29  and  Oct.  6 

ABC  American  Farmer,  Sept.  29. . ,12:30-1:00  p.m.  EDT.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Milt  Bliss  and  Boh  Crom  plus  feature  from  Washington 
on  "Making  The  Best  Use  of  Fertilizers."    Milt  interviews  Robert  Q. 
Parks,  Chmn.  National  Soils  and  Fertilizer  Research  Committee,  and  W.  E. 
Colwell,  Chmn.,  Department  of  Agronomy,  North  Carolina  State  College. 

October  6. . .12: 30-1:00  p.m.  EST.    Feature  on  "Trends  in  Rural 
America"  with  Milt  Bliss  interviewing  Carl  C.  Taylor,  Head,  Division  of 
Farm  Population  and  Rural  Life,  USDA.    Also  from  Washington,  "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  reported  "by  Milt  Bliss  and  Bob  Crom. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Sept.  29. . .1:00-1:30  p.m.  EDT. 

"USDA  Headlines"  reported  by  Ken  Gapen.    Feature  originates  from  station 

WBLK,  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  and  reports  highlights  of  1951  Wetzell  County 
Conservation  Week. 

October  6. . .1:00-1:30  p.m,  EST.    Feature  originating  from 
Chicago  tells  the  story  of  how  folks  in  the  Buck  Crek  Watershed,  Clayton 
County,  Iowa,  have  reduced  floods,  saved  soil  and  water.     Guests  will  be 
Bruce  Stiles,  Iowa  State  Cons.  Com;  William  Allyn,  Garnavillo,  Iowa;  Ole 
Embretson,  Elkader,  Iowa;  and  I.  L,  Christensen,  U,  S,  Soil  Cons.  Service. 
Also  "USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen. 
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Better  Eggs  from  Grade  Marketing  .  . 

Paying  producers  for  eggs  according  to  grades  results  in  "better 
eggs.    That's  the  finding  of  a  recent  Research  and  Marketing  Act  study 
in  Ohio.    Specialists  found  that  egg  handlers  using  Federal-State  offi- 
cial grading  service  increased  the  percentage  of  eggs  marketed  in  the 
top  grades  in  8  years  "by  almost  19  percent. 

Studies  show  that  not  only  improved  quality  results  from  pay- 
ing producers  according  to  grade,  "but  such  marketing  also  encouraged, 
and  got,  higher  production,  larger  eggs,  and  higher  egg  prices  for  the 
producer . 

Department  Reorganization 

You've  prohahly  all  heard  something  of  USDA  reorganization 
hearings  "before  Congress.    Thinking  that  a  good  many  of  you  may  have 
specific  interests  in  the  subject  we're  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  testi- 
mony given  hy  Secretary  Brannan  on  that  subject. 

Also  Enclosed 

The  first  of  a  "More  Meat  For  Defense"  series  is  included 
this  week.    Think  you'll  find  lots  of  good  material  in  each  of  these 
releases.    Today's  enclosure  is  on  making  the  most  of  cattle  feeds. 

Among  Ourselves 

Paul  Howard,  WTRF,  says  he's  in  process  of  laying  ground  work 
for  a  30 -minute  documentary  tracing  the  price  of  meat  from  the  farmer 
to  the  housewife.    Plans  are  to  use  interviews  with  farmers,  processors, 
retailers,  etc.,  defining  the  functions  and  profits  of  all.    Also  in- 
cluded will  he  figures  on  current  production  costs  and  comparisons  with 
those  of  ten  years  ago. 

Frank  Wing,  RFD  for  the  Wisconsin  Department  of  Agriculture, 
writes  that  the  dairy  promotion  section  of  his  organization  is  making 
University  of  Wisconsin  f oothall  "broadcasts  availahle  to  all  stations 
in  the  State.    Over  20  stations  have  already  signed  up  to  carry  the 
"broadcasts  which  will  include  announcements  promoting  Wisconsin  dairy 
products. 

Mai  Hanse,  WOW,  and  his  special  train  of  210  farm  folks  will 
he  with  us  Monday.    They'll  tour  Beltsville,  the  Department  here  in 
Washington,  and  hear  a  talk  hy  Secretary  Brannan  in  the  9  hours  they 
spend  with  us.    Mai's  audience  is  ohviously  not  limited  to  the  man's 
side  of  the  family ...115  of  those  on  the  tour  are  women. 
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Higher  Price  Supports 

Last  minute  addition  today  is  the  announcement  of  increased 
level  of  price  supports  for  1952-crop  oats,  "barley,  rye  and  grain  sorghums. 
Ohject  of  the  higher  supports  is  to  assure  us  of  adequate  feed  grain 
supplies. 

National  average  price  support  rate  for  No.  3  oats  or  tetter 
is  7^  cents  per  "bushel;  No.  2  "barley  or  "better  at  $1.22  per  bushel;  No. 
2  rye  or  "better  (or  No.  3  on  test  weight  only)  at  $1.1*2;  and  No.  2  or 
"better  grain  sorghums  at  $2.38  cvt. 

These  prices  are  equivalent  to  8o£  of  the  August  15  parity 
price  as  compared  with  a  1951  support  level  of  75$  of  the  January  15, 
1951,  parity. 


Sincerely, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


Enclosure : 

Make  Most  of  Cattle  Feeds 

Statement  on  Reorganization  of  USDA  (2225-51) 


